
CONSUMER CONNECT INITIATIVE

When it comes to
chemical industries, the
importance of CSR ac-
tivities is greater. We
take a look at the com-
panies in Manali indus-
trial area which contin-
ue to enjoy the confi-
dence of locals

YOURS 
RESPONSIBLY

Chennai Petroleum Corporation
Limited is running two
community health centres for
the benefit of people living
around Manali area and
Thirunillai, where there is no
primary health centre. CPCL is
also running one community
health centre at Muttam
Nagapattinam.  In addition,
CPCL offered scholarships to
meritorious students of 18
educational institutions and
CPCL Polytechnic College in
Manali. We also sponsored job-
oriented skill development
training programme on
‘Computer Accounting and
Fundamentals’ for 100
unemployed youth from
Nagapattinam

A representative of CPCL

Aditya.Shekhar
@timesgroup.com

L
ocated in the
Northern part of
Chennai, the Manali
Industrial area has

carved a name for itself with
time.

Since its inception, Manali
has evolved as a sophisticat-
ed industrial neighbourhood
and is home to numerous
industries. This in turn has
boosted social infrastructure
around the region. With rap-
id development pressure on
the environment and local
resources can be immense.
It is necessary that the indus-
tries understand their re-
sponsibility towards society.
It is here that the corporate
social responsibilities of the
companies come into play. 

As per Business
Dictionary, CSR is “A compa-
ny’s sense of responsibility
towards the community and

environment (both ecologi-
cal and social) in which it
operates. Companies ex-
press this citizenship
through their waste and pol-
lution reduction processes,
by contributing towards ed-
ucational and social pro-
grammes and by earning ad-
equate returns on the
employed resources."

It is not a secret that the
number of chemical indus-
tries in Manali is high. This
adds to the level of responsi-
bility of the area towards the
environment, local people
and the society as a whole. 

S Ilanahai, managing di-
rector, Cetex Petroche-
micals, says, “We as an or-
ganisation understand the
importance of CSR activities
and take it seriously. We
have been planting trees in
and around the plant area
since a long time now. Apart
from this, Cetex is helping
unprivileged children com-

plete their education. We re-
cently donated money to
help people on probation."
He explains that as a chemi-
cal industry the risk factor is
always there but what is im-
portant is to educate the
people in case of emergen-

cies. “Recently, we conduct-
ed a mock drill which includ-
ed nearby people, where we
informed them about what
to do in case of a chemical
leak. Such exercises have in-
creased the level of aware-
ness among the locals,” he
informs.

The use of biomass fuels
has minimised emission of
pollutants. “In addition,
Cetex has an in-house
sewage treatment plant
which ensures that no waste
goes out of the plant.”

Indian Oil Corporation Ltd
has integrated economic,
environmental and social
considerations into its CSR
initiatives. “We take care to
ensure that the highest stan-
dards are maintained, and
that is the reason why we

have formed committees and
our CSR projects are evaluat-
ed by Tata Institute of Social
Sciences. Under our pro-
gramme, Indian Oil Sachal
Swasthya Seva which means
mobile healthcare service, we
brought together two con-
cepts of 'healthcare for poor'
and 'rural no-frill
petrol/diesel stations'. For
this initiative, villages lacking
access to primary healthcare
services have been selected
as beneficiaries.  We have sta-
tioned mobile medical units
to provide free primary
healthcare and free medi-
cines to the needy,” says a
representative of Indian Oil

Corporation Ltd. In addition,
the company also organises
regular free health camps
around the state. 

Manali area secretary,
Senthi Kumar explains,
“Being a petro-chemical in-
dustry, there is always an an-
ticipation of pollution. We en-
sure that all the companies
contribute their bit towards
the environment for the
greater good of the society.
Our companies make dona-
tions in many primary
schools and hospitals and
even help them in gathering
minimum infrastructure. We
even plant trees on a regular
basis.” Kumar maintains that
it is their responsibility to cre-
ate awareness among the
people living around Manali.
“We brief the locals about the

emission levels and how we
deal with it to match industry
standards.

Kumar adds, ”The emis-
sions at Manali are carefully
monitored by the Pollution
Control Board headquartered
in Guindy and all our compa-
nies ensure that they follow
the emission standards strict-
ly. People can very easily go
through our emission levels
as we share it publicly and
they are free to raise an alarm
when they see any glitch.” He
agrees they need the soci-
ety's confidence to thrive and
prosper which they can
achieve only by being re-
sponsible towards them.

We as an organisation understand the importance of CSR
activities and take it seriously. We have been planting trees in
and around the plant area since a long time now. Apart from
this, Cetex is helping unprivileged children see through their
education. We recently donated money to help people on
probation.

S ILANAHAI Managing Director,  Cetex Petrochemicals
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In the heart of the city lies Manali, an industrial
area which has been providing employment and

resulting in development in the nearby areas

Industrial Revolution
CONSUMER CONNECT INITIATIVE

Aditya.Shekhar@timesgroup.com

S
ecretary of Manali
Industrail area, Senthi
Kumar believes that the
region has boosted the

growth of manufacturing
industries in the state.  With an
abundance of raw materials
from Chennai Petroleum
Corporation Limited, the
industrial pocket has grown as a
major chemical industrial area in
the country. "Chennai Petroleum
and Madras Fertilizers were the
two major plants at the
beginning. The area grew
tremendously during the late
70s and early 80s and today is
home to more than 15
petrochemical companies. The
fact that Chennai had a natural
harbour made the movement of
raw materials and finished
products easy from the
beginning,” shares Kumar.

He maintains that the level of
employment in the region has in-
creased three to four times in the
past 25 years. With a combination
of small and big units, the area has
generated a lot of employment.
Due to the increasing job opportu-
nities, Manali saw development of
many neighbourhoods. "The
sheer number of companies en-
sures that there are new projects
every other day which require
man force and labour. Even the

rate of indirect employment based
on projects is really high. Also, as
most of the plants are automated,
there is a constant demand for
skilled man power," says Kumar.

In spite of such increased influx
of people, the social infrastructure
around Manali is not up to the
mark. "The government has done
its bit to improve the condition of
roads but I believe that there is still
more to be done in the direction
of medical infrastructure. We are
majorly a chemical industry and
there is always an element of risk
involved. There is no major hospi-
tal in the vicinity which makes it
very difficult for us to deal with
emergencies. Plus, the traffic bot-
tlenecks on the road make it diffi-
cult to get medical help in time.
These aspects are enough to cre-
ate panic among the workers,"
says Kumar.

Kumar welcomes the idea of
Manali getting a special status in
the time to come. "It is high time
Manali attains an industrial status.

Though we have many industries
and large workforce, we are yet
to be recognised as an industri-
alised zone which prohibits us to
enjoy many privileges. I hope that
we will be able to attain it soon.
He believes that the faith and con-
fidence of the local people is nec-
essary for the growth of any indus-
trial area. "Without the confidence
of locals, the sustainability of such
an industrial area is impossible. As
a family of chemical industries,
our major concern is the safety
of the people which has instilled
faith for us in the hearts of the
local people." 

The path Manali takes from
here goes only upward. "The in-
dustries of Manali are growing
leaps and bounds each year. There
is no dearth of raw materials and
the market is growing." He hopes
Manali's industries will continue to
provide employment, generate
revenue and maintain their
standards of operations in years
to come.

Practising body-boarding on broken win-
dows since the age of 10, Moorthy got into
surfing in 2001 and has been training young-
sters and children from his village free of
cost.

He started his own surfing school in No-
vember, 2012 with the help of Arun Vasu, an
angel investor and CEO of TTK Logistics,
and Yotam Agam, an Israel native settled in
Chennai and the founder of audio-visual
production company EarthSync.

Vasu, who himself is a surfer, sees sharp
uptick in international tourist influx to Ko-
valam. “Surfers are always looking for new
places,” he says. “People are coming to this
place particularly for surfing now. I have
seen a big change in the last two years and
am very positive about the future. This is the
next for this place.”

Showkath Jamal, cofounder of Bay of Life
Surfing School, too notes that the influx has
been growing slowly but steadily. The school
is run by five youngsters of whom three are
from the village. “During the initial years
the crowd which had been coming here to
surf comprised of around 80% foreign na-
tionals and 20% Indians. Now it is revers-
ing,” he notes.

Shekhar, a Kovalam native and a trainer at
Covelong point, says: “The waves here are
big and fast, similar to those in Bali.” Waves,
which sometimes move as fast as 50 kmph
and good surf-breaks owing to the presence
of rocks under the sea make Kovalam one of
the favourite destinations of the surfers.

With the popularity of the ocean sport
shooting up among the natives cutting class
barriers and with Kovalam becoming a fa-
miliar name among the tourists, the liveli-
hood options for the villagers are also im-
proving. While all the trainers at the surf

school Covelong Point are from the village,
80% of the employees at Bay of Life too be-
long to the local community who go for fish-
ing when they have time. “Even during off
season, when fishermen can’t go out in to
the sea, surfing can be continued,” Jamal
says.

Vasu agrees. “Change is inevitable,” he
says, pointing out to the example of Bali, the
biggest surf village today which was earlier
a fishing community. “Fishing will contin-
ue. But this will be an alternative way of live-
lihood as many today are practising non-
sustainable ways of fishing like trawling,
resulting in the depletion of the sea wealth.”

Over 100 people in the village are surfing
today. Shekhar and Dharani, another train-
er at Covelong point, have national level and
Asia level titles to their record. The Surf Fes-
tival hosted by Kovalam in 2013 and 2014 saw
participation of over 8000 people including
those from Germany, Australia, Switzer-
land and Spain. 

“This year we are also trying to bring in the
Asian Surfing Circuit here and are in talks
with sponsors,” says Vasu.

Uptick in Intl Tourist Influx
��From Page 1

He refused to comment on the
court order. “I have no comment
to offer either on the court pro-
ceedings or the order, except to
note with assurance that the
scheduled auction will go on,”
he said. “We all expect a fair auc-
tion.”

The government is estimated
to get well over .̀ 1 lakh crore
from the auction. If companies
become wary because of the un-
certainty following the court or-
der, and therefore stay away
from aggressive bidding, the
government may lose out on rev-
enue that is key to meeting its
fiscal targets. A part of the auc-
tion proceeds is expected to be
realised before this fiscal year
ends on March 31, and a delay in
finalising the winners could
mean that won’t happen either.

The minister said he still ex-
pects telecom companies to bid
fiercely for the spectrum. For
this he cited the earnest money
they have deposited. The depos-
its, which indicate the serious-
ness of the bidders, were the
highest ever in an auction of air-
waves. He expects a projected
explosion in data demand, in-
cluding from the government’s
Digital India programme to de-
liver services electronically, to
compel companies to bid ag-
gressively.

Govt may Get 
.̀ 1 lakh cr from
Airwave Sale
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